Southern Chiefs’ Organization  soutnem chiets organization inc.
Grand Chief Election Rules

Celebrating 25 Years of Service

1. Appointment of the Chief Electoral Officer

a)

b)

At least two (2) weeks prior to the Summit at which the election for the office of
Grand Chief is to occur, the Executive Committee shall meet and appoint by
motion a Chief Electoral Officer.

Once appointed, the Chief Electoral Officer is an absolutely impartial officer of
the Summit accountable directly to the Summit.

In the event that the Chief Electoral officer fails to perform the services to the
standards specified through their contract, or in the event that the Chief
Electoral Officer breaches any term of their contractual obligations, SCO Chiefs
Executive Committee may, without prejudice to any other right or remedy,
terminate their contract by notice in writing.

2. Functions of the Chief Electoral Officer

The Chief Electoral Officer is responsible for, but not limited to the following duties:

a)
b)
c)

d)

e)

Presiding as Chairperson of the election proceedings;

Ensuring that proper facilities are in order to conduct the elections;

Ensuring that all arrangements for the ballots, ballot boxes, and polling stations
are made;

Making arrangements for an All-Candidates Open Forum prior to the election
on the morning of the election and presiding thereat ;

Devising nomination forms and receiving nominations of candidates for the
Office of the Grand Chief and ensuring that they are in proper form;

Vets all criminal record, vulnerable sector, and child abuse registry checks for
candidates with the following provisions:

¢ Any criminal convictions within the last five calendar years.
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g) Mailing or faxing the names and brief particulars of the candidates to the Chiefs
using the official list of Chiefs at the SCO Office at least seven (7) days before
the election;

h) Counting of ballots (after voting has occurred) in the presence of the Summit;

i) Announcing the results when counting of the ballots is complete;

j) After the counting of ballots, to publicly declare to be elected to the Office of the
Grand Chief the candidate having a majority vote of fifty (50%) percent plus
one (1), or through acclamation, of the registered representatives of member
First Nations pursuant to the Constitution of the Southern Chiefs’ Organization;

k) Conducting the Oath of Office of the newly elected Grand Chief;

1) Submitting a written report on the election including details of results to the
Executive Committee within two (2) weeks after the elections; and

m) Performing such other duties as may be required to properly conduct the
election.

3. Timing of the Election

a) The election for the Office of Grand Chief shall take place at the Summit at which
the election is to occur.

b) As soon as the election results have been announced, the declared winner shall
take the Oath of Office as Grand Chief in the presence of the Summit and shall
assume Office from that time.

4. Nomination and Endorsement of Candidates

a) The nomination period will commence a minimum of four (4) weeks before the
scheduled election and remain open for two calendar weeks. Original signed
nomination papers in proper form shall be submitted to the Chief Electoral
Officer at the SCO office by 4:00pm on the closing day of the nomination period.

b) Each nomination in proper form shall be endorsed by three (3) eligible
nominators who shall be the Chiefs of member First Nations of the SCO.

c) No Chief may endorse more than one candidate for the office of Grand Chief.
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d)

e)

Each nomination shall include the candidate’s name, the names and
signatures of the three (3) nominating Chiefs and a biographical sketch of the
candidate for distribution to the Chiefs of the member First Nations of SCO.
Every candidate must be willing to provide a satisfactory criminal record,
vulnerable sector, and child abuse registry check.

5. Eligibility for the Office of Grand Chief

a)
b)

c)

d)

Every candidate shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age.

Every candidate shall be a recognized member of a First Nation that is a current
member of the SCO.

Every candidate who is an employee of the SCO shall take a leave of absence
or resign their position to be eligible as a candidate.

Every candidate must be willing to provide a satisfactory criminal record,
vulnerable sector, and child abuse registry check.

6. Conduct of the Election

a)

b)

c)

Pursuant to the Constitution, each Chief of a member First Nation shall have one
(1) vote. Voting shall be by secret ballot.

In the absence of a Chief of a member First Nation, a designated representative
duly authorized in writing by the Council of that member First Nation may vote.
There shall be no proxies of proxies.

As provided for in the Constitution, to be declared a winning candidate, a
person must obtain a majority vote of fifty (50%) percent plus one (1) vote of the
registered representatives of member First Nations present at the Summit
provided that there is a quorum (a quorum of fifty (50%) percent of all SCO
member First Nations).

After each ballot, the candidate who has the lowest number of votes shall be
automatically eliminated.

In the event of a tied vote, another ballot will be conducted until there is a clear
fifty (50%) percent plus one (1) in accordance with the Constitution.

Any candidate may withdraw from the election at any time.

SCO Grand Chief Election Rules Approved by the Chiefs Executive Committee



7. All-Candidate Open Forum

a) Prior to the voting, an All-Candidates Forum shall take place and shall be
presided over the by the Chief Electoral Officer.

8. Appeals

a) There will be a period of seven (7) days following the election date for
Candidates to submit an appeal.

b) Appeals must be submitted in writing to the Chief Electoral Officer.

c) There must be a clear contravention of the SCO electoral rules for an appeal to
proceed.

d) All decisions on appeals will be determined by an Appeals Committee made up
of representatives appointed by the SCO Chiefs Executive Committee.
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