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Answering the TRC Calls to Action 

Health Transformation News Update: September 30th, 2022 

In recognition and honor of the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (TRC), the Health Transformation monthly youth Podcast, Rez 

Table Talks, released its third episode on TRC day, reflecting on the TRC’s seven calls to action under health. 

The youth voices leading the discussion for this week’s episode were SCO Youth Chief, Diandre Thomas-Hart; Independent Nations’ 

youth representative of the SCO Youth Council, Tyra Fountain; Cree mother and nursing student, Camille Munro; and founder of 

Reconciliation Thunder, Jimmy Thunder. 

“We want to get Canadians thinking about these calls to action knowing that they exist, and acting on it” says Jimmy Thunder, founder 

of Reconciliation Thunder. 

“Newcomers and non-Indigenous people are sometimes hurt because they didn’t learn about it. They are surprised, and then they start 

to feel guilty. We don’t want them to feel guilty. We want them to learn and see how they can hold themselves accountable and see 

how they can hold their communities accountable for things that have happened” says Youth Chief Diandre Thomas-Hart 

The spark that lit the SCO Health Transformation fire was a collective outrage at the 11-year gap in life expectancy between Indigenous 

and non-Indigenous Manitobans.  

“Our family has overcome a lot being 60s-scoop survivors, and for myself, being an intergenerational residential school survivor” says 

Camille Munro, Cree mother and nursing student. 

“That information changes you… It is not about guilt. It’s remembrance. It is about commemoration” concludes Reconciliation Thunder 

founder, Jimmy Thunder.  

The Calls to Action under Health 

18. “…acknowledge that the current state of Aboriginal health in Canada is a direct result of previous Canadian government policies, 

including residential schools, and to recognize and implement the health-care rights of Aboriginal people as identified in international 

law, constitutional law, and under the Treaties..” 

19. “…establish measurable goals to identify and close the gaps in health outcomes between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 

communities…” 

20. “…recognize, respect, and address the distinct health needs of the Métis, Inuit, and off-reserve Aboriginal peoples.” 

21. “…provide sustainable funding for existing and new Aboriginal healing centers to address the physical, mental, emotional, and 

spiritual harms caused by residential schools…” 

22. “…recognize the value of Aboriginal healing practices and use them in the treatment of Aboriginal patients in collaboration with 

Aboriginal healers and Elders…” 

23. “... Increase the number of Aboriginal professionals working in the health-care field. ii. Ensure the retention of Aboriginal health-

care providers in Aboriginal communities. iii. Provide cultural competency training for all healthcare professionals.” 

24. “…require skills-based training in intercultural competency, conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism. 

Fans of the podcast can contact SCO Health Transformation at health@scoinc.mb.ca or Youth Chief Diandre Thomas-Hart at 
Diandre.Thomas-Hart@scoinc.mb.ca to provide feedback and ideas for the podcast, or to become a guest on the show. To listen to the 
podcast, subscribe to the ‘Rez Table Talks’ channel on Spotify and YouTube.  
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The Southern Chiefs’ Organization represents 34 First Nations and more than 81,500 citizens in what is now called southern Manitoba. SCO is an 

independent political organization that protects, preserves, promotes, and enhances First Nations peoples’ inherent rights, languages, customs, 

and traditions through the application and implementation of the spirit and intent of the Treaty-making process. 
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